Reception Parents’ Meeting

27th October 2018

THE EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE 
· From birth to the age of 5.
· The transition from Foundation 1 (Nursery) to Foundation 2 (Reception) should be seamless.

· Continuum of learning opportunities leading to the Early Learning Goals which is the knowledge, skills and understanding acquired by the end of the academic year in which they reach the age of 5.

· The Early Learning Goals cover 7 areas of learning which are:

1. PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT – making friends, 
co-operation, self-help skills, sharing, concern for others, understanding and respecting other cultures from their own.

2. COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE – Speaking and Listening. 

3. PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT – Games, Gymnastics, Fine motor skills.
4. LITERACY - Reading and Writing.

5. MATHEMATICS – this covers all aspects of Mathematics.

6. UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD – Geography, History, IT and RE.

7. EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN – Art, Music, Dance.

This curriculum is delivered through ‘planned, purposeful play’ with a balance of adult led and child led initiated activities. This will take place inside and outside. Play is the children’s way of making sense of their world, trying things out, learning to negotiate and share, making mistakes in a safe environment, discovering new things and so on. A lot of your child’s learning in Year R will be practical and not recorded.  Recording is only the next step after discovering and experimenting – the process is so much more important than the final result at this stage in their learning. 

READING
There are several steps that the children need to experience before they will be ready to read books independently.
· Initially we expect children to develop a love of books and to enjoy hearing stories and looking at picture books.  You can encourage this by sharing books with them and talking about the story, asking questions and predicting what might happen next.

· The Oxford Reading Tree scheme – this is the main scheme that we use in school to teach and practise reading.  We have added some phonic based schemes to use alongside this one so that the children have a variety of styles to read at each level. 

· It is important that your child has a much wider experience of literature than simply the books sent home from school.  Continue to read to your children as well as hearing them read.  Your child will be borrowing a School Library book so this will be an opportunity for you to read to them.  This will start after half-term.
Your child will be engaged in reading activities in a variety of contexts every day.  We will change their reading books ONCE A WEEK, although this may not always happen if there are any special events that week. They will be given 2 books to practise for a week. 

Please ensure that your child brings their reading books and red reading record in their book bag every day.  

The red reading record is a communication between home and school so please make any relevant comments or sign to show that you have heard them read.  If you haven’t had time then let us know.  We would expect that you are hearing your child read at least 5 times a week.  However you don’t need to write in the Reading Record every time – at least one comment from you will be sufficient.
Don’t underestimate how important your role is in the development of reading. We have found from past experience that those children who practise their reading with an adult (grandparents, uncles and aunts – anyone who they can show off to!) most days make the greatest progress with their reading. 
LEARNING TO READ AND SPELL KEY WORDS 

To help your child with their reading they will need to learn to read and remember key words. They will also need to learn how to spell and write them.  We will be teaching these key words in school during phonic sessions and alongside reading and writing activities.  The key words are listed in the front of the Reading record.

PHONICS 

We have a session of phonics every day in which we introduce the letter names and sounds.  We repeat the sounds often in order to help the children to remember them.  We will then move on to blending and segmenting the sounds to give them these skills to use in their reading and spelling.  Each letter has a rhyme that goes with it to help the children remember the sound and the formation.  HANDOUT – Letters and their rhymes.
WRITING
There are 2 aspects to the teaching of writing. 
1. Handwriting:
· This is the formation of letters.  In this school we are using the Ruth Miskin phonics and for each letter sound there is a sentence to explain how to write it.  It is important to always start at the top and to remind them not to take their pencil off the paper until the letter is finished.

· Please help them by modelling the writing of the letters for them and by using lower case not capitals.

· A HANDOUT has been given to you to show the letter formation that we use and the sentence that goes with each one of them.  
2. Developmental Writing:

· This is where the children attempt to write words and eventually sentences with the help of their phonic knowledge, word banks and their wonderful memories!

· Some of your children will be at the stage of trying out their writing using symbols or some standard letters that they know.  Please encourage this and praise them for all their attempts even if you can’t read it yet.  

· Encourage them to hear the first sound in a word and then to write it.  When they are comfortable with this we would ask them to listen to the sound they can hear at the end of the word too.  So for the word cat we would be seeing a child have a go at writing ‘ct’
· Encourage your child to write for a purpose such as a party or tea invites or a thank you letter or just a card to Grandma. Buy them note books and pens and let them play at writing.  Model writing by writing on their pictures a sentence to say what they have done and read it back together.
NUMBER
In the Foundation Stage mathematical understanding is developed through practical activities.  The emphasis is on understanding what numbers mean and their relationship to each other such as: 1 more than, 1 less than, counting accurately, recognising numerals, simple addition and subtraction of objects, sorting by shape and colour, weighing and measuring.

You can help at home by raising their awareness of numbers, patterns and shapes in their everyday environment such as:

· Signs on shops or road signs.

· Numbers on houses.

· Car registration numbers.

· Telephone numbers.

· Playing board games and using the dice.

· Sharing out and counting practically e.g. with sweets, toys and combining groups of objects to help with addition and subtraction.

PHYSICAL ACTIVITY

This is a very important part of your child’s development and they need to have a lot of physical activity in their curriculum. It is believed that a healthy body means a healthy brain.  It develops their co-ordination too.

Your children will have PE lessons which will include:

1. Gymnastics which is the use of apparatus such as benches, mats, beams and the climbing frames.

2. Games which includes ball skills and the use of hoops and bean bags.  

3. Dance – gives the children an opportunity to express themselves through music and movement.

They will also have the opportunity to play outside as much as possible depending on the weather.  So they will need a raincoat with a hood in school all the time.
Your children need to have a PE kit with a pair of shorts and a t-shirt.  Do not worry about buying plimsolls or trainers yet as the children have bare feet in the hall and we will let you know what they will need for outside PE in the summer term. PLEASE CAN YOU MAKE SURE THAT THEIR PE KIT IS NAMED AS WELL AS ALL OF THEIR UNIFORM.  You only need to write in the labels with a laundry marker. It does save us a lot of time and less upset for the children.  Thank you.

Please help your children to have a go at dressing and undressing themselves when at home so they can eventually do it independently. In particular, let them practise putting on their own sock or tights every day so that they learn to do this tricky part of their dressing!
For safety reasons please can the girls have their hair tied back for PE days and no earrings or jewellery please.
LUNCHTIME
A few reminders:
· Because of allergies in school please can you not include any nuts or foods that contain nuts, such as Nutella spread, tracker bars, peanut butter spread. 
· As we are a healthy school no sweets or fizzy drinks please.

· Please think about the amount you give your child to eat so that they can finish in about half an hour and then go outside for some fresh air before the afternoon begins.

· Any food that your child does not eat will be left in their lunchbox so you know what they have eaten. 
· Please help your child to practise using a knife and fork to cut up their own dinner – we will be asking them to have a go at this. 

PLEASE HELP YOUR CHILD TO CHOOSE THEIR SCHOOL LUNCH FROM THE MENU EACH DAY SO THAT THEY KNOW WHAT THEY ARE HAVING.  They do worry about this and like to know.
BEHAVIOUR  

We use our Rainbow School Values to teach the children how and why to behave in school.  SEE HANDOUT WITH SCHOOL VALUES.

If a child is given 3 warnings and they continue to make the wrong choices then their name is written on a post-it note and put into the class TARGET BOX.   If they have their name in the Target box 3 times in the week they will miss some of TREAT TIME and have TARGET TIME instead when they will think about how to improve their behaviour with the support of an adult.

TREAT AND TARGET TIME

Every Friday afternoon both Year R classes will have Treat Time in which the children will have a special treat e.g. watching a DVD, having a special story, playing with special toys and have a biscuit!  Those children who have consistently not met expectations for behaviour during the week will have Target Time.  This will be an opportunity for them to focus on their behaviour and think about some targets to make sure they have Treat Time the following week.  We will let you know if your child misses some of Treat Time and what their targets are.
REWARDS
SMILEY FACE STICKERS are given to the children for any achievement whether it is for good work, being kind or helping.  They can be given by any adult in the school.  When they have a whole page full of smiley stickers (30) they will then receive a special Golden Rabbit sticker from Miss Greenway.

CHAMPION AWARDS – Each week 4 children will be chosen to receive this award to have for 1 week.   The 4 awards are for:

1. Learning

2. Class

3. Behaviour

4. Lunch times – this award will be chosen by the lunchtime supervisor for behaving well during the lunchtime period and consistently using good lunchtime manners.

They will be awarded a champion medal in the Friday assembly and will wear this every day for a week.  They need to keep it in their drawer overnight.  On Friday afternoon they will get to go to Champion Club which is a fun 45 minutes of treats. 

GOLDEN RABBIT CERTIFICATES – Every term 3 children will be chosen from each class to receive a Golden Rabbit Certificate for excellent academic progress.  These will be awarded at a Parent Assembly – we will let you know if your child is going to receive one of these certificates.
STAR OF THE DAY This is awarded to one child from each class each day.  The child who receives this award has tried their very best for the whole day. 
GENERAL SUPPORT YOU CAN GIVE AT HOME:
· Ask them lots of questions and expect them to answer you. Model how to answer a question.   

· Talk to your child about what they are learning, talk about what day it is, what the weather is like, ask them why, what, where questions so they have to think. Just talk, talk, talk and help them to develop a wide vocabulary and good communication skills.

· Make up stories with them – encourage them to be imaginative and creative.
· Play counting and sorting games.
· Learn to recognise the numbers. 
· Play board games to help them to learn the rules, how to take turns, counting the spots on the dice and counting their way around the board.
· Encourage them to be independent by giving them simple instructions to follow and to do things for themselves.

· Continue to read to your child and don’t forget to visit the Library.
FINAL REQUESTS:
1.  Please ensure you let us know if somebody different (other than stated on form) will be picking up your child.

2.  Please can you check your child’s drawer when you bring your child into the class in the mornings and take home any of their drawings or ‘special’ things they have collected so the drawers don’t become too full!  All their work that needs to be kept in school will be in their Blue Portfolio (which you are welcome to look at in the mornings).

3.  Remember to help your child to sign the School Dinner or Packed Lunch list each morning.

4.  Please check your child’s hair regularly for head lice – combing once or twice a week with a nit comb is the best way to keep them away.

5.  Please give all money and letters to the Office and not leave in their book bags as we do not check these.

6. First Aid Yellow Slips - your child will always be given a yellow slip if they have bumped their heads and it they have an injury that is not visible to you.  Or we may speak to you personally about a particular injury.  

FINALLY - Please let us know if there is anything worrying your child so that we can sort it out as quickly as possible.
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